
Minutes of the General Membership Meeting of the Academic Boosters on 2/6/20 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:06am by Patty Woodhouse, President.   Patty turned the floor 
over to Craig Weigel, Principal.  Craig began his Principal’s report by stating that this week is 
Kabookie Week at the HS, beginning with an assembly held on Monday to honor Bruce Towne and 
Jimmy Gerkin.  Craig went on to talk about Bruce and how valued he was at the HS.  Craig reported 
that Dave McCart, a former radio DJ, is the new Head Custodian at the HS, and the administration 
is very excited for him to join the HS staff.  Craig stated that the blood drive organized by the 
student council is today, and it’s also donut day and PJ day, while tomorrow is pizza day at lunch 
and Be Nice day.  Craig mentioned that Saturday is Winter Whirl, and there was some discussion 
regarding HS staff helping with taking tickets at the door. Craig reported that Freshmen and 
Juniors will be given the “Miphy” Survey (Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth) on Feb. 11. This 
survey is given every year, and it is an anonymous survey on risky behavior (i.e., drinking, drugs, 
sex, vaping, etc.).  The data will be posted on the CAC page on the district website. Craig also 
reported that on Feb. 27 at 7pm in the Learning Commons there will be a rep from Kent ISD to talk 
about Launch U.  The meeting is targeted for current Freshmen and their parents.  Students enter 
Launch U in 10th grade and attend school through “13th” grade to earn a HS diploma as well as a 
general associates degree or a mechanical engineering associates degree. Craig finished his report 
by stating that the scheduling process has begun.  Staff have to have any updates to the Course 
Description Guide in by tomorrow, and the Guide will be live on the Counseling website next week.  
Students must have their course requests in by April 2, and the administration completes the 
scheduling in April and May so that conflicts can be resolved prior to June.  Students will get their 
schedules in August.  Craig also mentioned that the master schedule is run off of student interest 
and graduation requirements. 

 
The floor was then turned over to Lori Johnston, Director of Counseling, and Elle Burgess and 
Michelle Harper, Counselors, for the book discussion on “Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be” by 
Frank Bruni.  After an active group discussion of the book (and a handout with quotes from the 
book), Lori mentioned the Kent ISD Career Blitz on March 19, which she is very excited about.  
Lori also stated that the Counseling Office website has been totally redesigned and was rolled out 
this week, including a button for each grade with everything you need to know for that grade.   
 
Patty then moved on to the business portion of the meeting.  Patty reported that there has been all 
positive feedback on the Progressive Dinner held this past Saturday.  Patty stated that next year it 
would be great to get more younger families involved by making the event seem less scary and 
more fun.  Another idea mentioned was to give free tickets to people that are new to the district 
(or to at least reach out to them).  Patty then reported that Winter Whirl is this Saturday, and that 
Jennifer Bruce, Winter Whirl Chairperson, has simplified the dance and made it more “green”.  
There is a sign up genius with many volunteer opportunities still open for that night, 

 
Patty ended the meeting by mentioning that the next meeting of the Academic Boosters will be an 
IB update with students sharing their experiences on March 5. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:27am.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Stacey Levitt, Recording Secretary 


